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OSWIN, TATE, and SMITH. All three have 
the effects of some sort of 
technicians. They are all staring at a 
BOMB. 

OSWIN
Soooo... 

TATE
So.

SMITH
So.

OSWIN
Any ideas? 

TATE
No.

SMITH
None.

TATE
Zero.

SMITH
Nothing.

OSWIN
Right.

TATE
Right.

SMITH
Right.

They continue to stare at the bomb for 
another beat. Then, it BEEPS.

SMITH
I’m outta here.

OSWIN
Hang on.

SMITH
No, look: this is not what I signed up for. It’s not what I 
signed down, signed sideways, or signed diagonally for. 

OSWIN
We’re experts. We take apart bombs. Could we maybe have just 
a tiny bit of professionalism? 



SMITH
No. No. No. We take apart ticking bombs. Or bombs with fuses. 
Or, or - those big bombs with large LED timers. But a beeping 
bomb? What’s that all about?

OSWIN
It’s the same basic concept. It’s got wires, and a tritium 
casing, and... what seems to be a uranium core over some sort 
of mass incendiary device at the bottom there. 

TATE
(pointing at something)

That part’s new. 

SMITH
(pointing)

And that.

TATE
(pointing)

Never seen that thing before. 

OSWIN
My point is... We’ve all done this before. This isn’t brain 
surgery, it’s just one itsy-bitsy tiny armed thermonuclear 
device. I’m sure it’s as simple as cutting the red wire. 

TATE
You mean the green wire. 

OSWIN
Excuse me? 

TATE
Green wire. You said red. Rookie mistake, really. 

OSWIN
I mean, every bomb is different, but in the majority of bombs 
the red wire tends to- 

TATE
No it doesn’t. 

OSWIN
I mean, it might be - 

TATE
But it isn’t.

OSWIN
Well, I think we should cut the red wire. 
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TATE
Of course you do. That’s the whole reason that wire is there. 
They want you to think that’s the one you should cut. 

OSWIN
“They”? Who is this “they” you’re talking about? 

Tate and Smith look at Oswin like she’s 
an idiot.

OSWIN
What?

TATE
They. The makers. The explosion technicians. The anti-anti-
bomb-squad. The international society of kaboom.

OSWIN
Oh right, the bomb-making conspiracy that lives in the north 
pole! And uses Santa’s workshop the other eleven months of 
the year? Could we please stop joking? 

SMITH
There is nothing funny about the international society of 
kaboom, Oswin. At first you think they’re just a myth. But 
then you start to notice things. 

TATE
Small things first. A repeated number here. 

SMITH
The fact that the timers always stop at one. 

TATE
The way that it’s always the green wire. 

OSWIN
All right, stop! This is getting ridiculous, even for you 
two. Look, there is no... grand international conspiracy that 
decides how bombs work. That’s completely ridiculous! 

The bomb BEEPS again. The women stare 
back at it. 

TATE
I think you’re making it angry. 

OSWIN
Could we just... start trying to figure out how to disarm 
this weapon of mass destruction?

SMITH
Hang on a second, I’ve got an idea.
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OSWIN
What?

TATE
What?

Smith exits stage for a moment, then 
returns holding a book.

SMITH
Let’s take a look at the manual. 

OSWIN
The manual for... what precisely? 

SMITH
The bomb. 

OSWIN
You... have a manual for the bomb? 

SMITH
Yeah. You know you should never throw these things out.

TATE
And why exactly had you not gone to get this earlier? 

SMITH
I was just kinda hoping that things would sort themselves 
out. “Congratulations on your purchase and/or assembly of 
your very own AN602 Hydrogen bomb. Now you can join the 
thousands of other satisfied customers who have used this 
product to blow the hellawhack shiznit out of their enemies 
and/or loved ones. Chapter One: Terms and Conditions.”

OSWIN
Could we skip directly to the section on disarmament?

SMITH
But what if they ask me if I agree with the terms and-

OSWIN
Skip it. 

SMITH
All right, all right... Okay. “Chapter Four: Disarmament. So 
you have found yourself in the presence of an armed but not 
yet detonated AN602. To avoid having your fragile carbon-
based life instantaneously vaporized in the near future, 
follow the following instructions precisely. To begin: verify 
the contents of your K14 Bomb Disposal Kit.” 

TATE
(holding up a bag)

Got it. 
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SMITH
“Inside the kit, you should find: one pair of non-magnetic 
pliers and wire cutters...”

TATE
(rifling through the bag)

Check.

SMITH
“... one set of screwdrivers, three pairs of safety goggles, 
one combination Bible and English/Russian/Arabic/Korean 
curseword compilation and translator, one 500ml bottle of 
Scotch whiskey...”

OSWIN
What?

TATE
500ml bottle of Scotch Whiskey. Standard issue. 

(holds it up from the bag)
Want a glass?

OSWIN
Why the hell would we need whiskey to disarm a bomb?

SMITH
I dunno. It’s in the manual.  

The bomb BEEPS again. The three women 
start at the sound. 

SMITH
Okay. Right. 

(consults the manual)
All right, well, you have to open up the casing.

OSWIN
We’ve done that. 

SMITH
Okay, and then you have to isolate the conductor cables. 

TATE
We did that too. 

SMITH
Right, right... Okay, so now you have to stand in front of 
it. 

OSWIN
What, like this?
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SMITH
No, put your legs a little farther apart. Yeah, that’s 
better. So now, hold up your hand... no, a little bit more... 
Yeah, okay. So now you take the wire cutters.

OSWIN
Uh-huh?

TATE
Uh-huh? 

SMITH
Start off by cutting the primer.  

OSWIN
Okay.

She cuts a wire. 

SMITH
Okay, now go ahead and cut the reaction wire. 

OSWIN
All right. 

She cuts another wire. 

OSWIN
Okay.

TATE
H-hang on - I’m pretty sure you just killed us!

OSWIN
What?

TATE
If you cut the reactor wire before the ignition timer that 
will detonate the ordinance. 

OSWIN
No it won’t it’ll just... totally blow our heads off, you’re 
right.

SMITH
(not looking up)

It’s fine. You made a mistake, you actually cut the ignition 
timer. Don’t worry about it.

OSWIN
What?

SMITH
It says it here in the manual that you were gonna cut the 
ignition timer by mistake, so it’s all right. So now just cut 
the green wire and that should defuse the bomb. 
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OSWIN
It’s written in there that whoever tries to defuse this bomb 
is gonna make that mistake?

SMITH
No. That’d be crazy. It just says that when you try to defuse 
it you’re gonna make that mistake. 

OSWIN
What?

TATE
That’s not possible. 

SMITH
It’s all right here in the manual. Just cut the green wire. 

TATE
Called it, by the way! 

OSWIN
Let me see that thing. 

SMITH
You can’t. 

OSWIN
Why not?

SMITH
Well... it says here that I shouldn’t let you. 

OSWIN
Excuse me? 

SMITH
It says that... I shouldn’t let you look at what’s written 
here. You can’t be trusted. 

OSWIN
It says that whoever is cutting wires can’t - 

SMITH
Actually it says you specifically. 

OSWIN
It says me specifically?

SMITH
Yeah. It’s pretty clear on how I shouldn’t let you see what’s 
written on here. We can’t be sure that you’re not one of 
them. 
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OSWIN
Them?

SMITH
Yeah, you know. “The others...”

SMITH
“... the enemy, the makers, 
the explosions technicians, 
the anti-anti-bomb squad, the 
international society of 
kaboom.”

TATE
... the enemy, the makers, 
the explosions technicians, 
the anti-anti-bomb squad, the 
international society of 
kaboom!

TATE
Double called it! 

OSWIN
Shut up. You’re making this up. All this stuff can’t be on 
there. This manual cannot know who I am. 

TATE
It seems to know what it’s talking about so far. 

OSWIN
Shut up! 

SMITH
It’s got some pretty compelling evidence. 

OSWIN
Like what?

SMITH
Like that! It says here that when I asked you that you were 
going to say “Like what?” And that it was going to happen 
right before the bomb - 

The bomb BEEPS again. 

SMITH
Yeah, see! Right before the bomb does that! 

OSWIN
Oh for God’s sake... Okay. We know what wire we have to cut. 
Can we please jut put away the manual and get on with it?

Beat. 

TATE
Is there anything in there about me?

OSWIN
Oh come on! 
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SMITH
Umm... here, let me check. 

OSWIN
This is the most ridiculous...

SMITH
Oh, yes! Right here. It says that from now onwards, you 
shouldn’t say anything except for “Do you expect me to 
believe that?” and “I don’t think that’s a good idea.”

OSWIN
That is the most idiotic thing I’ve heard all day. Tate, you 
can say whatever you want. 

TATE
I don’t think that’s a good idea. 

OSWIN
What you say has absolutely no effect on the bomb!

TATE
Do you expect me to believe that?

OSWIN
Let me take a look at that thing, it has no idea what it’s 
talking about. 

SMITH
It seems to know -

OSWIN
Oh come on. What - 

SMITH
77 and a half. 

Beat. 

SMITH
You were about to ask what number you were thinking of, 
right?

OSWIN
That was just luck. A lot of people pick 77... and ... a 
half. 

TATE
Do you expect me to believe that?

OSWIN
Shut up! 
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OSWIN
Look: there is no way that 
book knows everything that I 
am about to say and do. No, 
wait, what? How are you doing 
this? Stop it! 

SMITH
“Look: there is no way that 
book knows everything that I 
am about to say and do. No, 
wait, what? How are you doing 
this? Stop it!”

TATE
I don’t think that’s a good idea.

OSWIN
Shut up! 

SMITH
Shut up! 

TATE
I don’t think that’s a good idea!

OSWIN
Would you please say something other than that?

TATE
I don’t think that’s a good idea. 

Oswin turns back to Smith. She flashes 
a quick series of hand gestures, which 
Smith matches exactly. 

OSWIN
(lightning fast)

I am the very model of a 
modern Major-General, I've 
information vegetable, 
animal, and mineral!

SMITH
(matching)

“I am the very model of a 
modern Major-General, I've 
information vegetable, 
animal, and mineral.”

OSWIN
Oh come on! 

SMITH
Face it, this book seems to know you pretty well.

OSWIN
How can it know all this stuff? And why would it say that I 
can’t be trusted? I’ve done nothing wrong! 

TATE
Do you expect me to believe that?

SMITH
Here’s a thought: who cares? It just knows this stuff! Do 
what it says so that we can turn off the bomb and get out of 
here. 
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OSWIN
No! I refuse to believe that this... instruction manual can 
predict everything that I’m going to do down to a tee. There 
has to be a way to beat it somehow. 

TATE
Do you expect - 

OSWIN
Do. Not. Start. 

SMITH
But why do you care? 

The bomb BEEPS.

OSWIN
Because even if that bomb does not go off, how am I supposed 
to live knowing that everything that I do can be perfectly 
predicted in an instruction manual? How the hell am I 
supposed to do just live knowing that I’m not really making 
any choices ever? That I’m just a puppet with this book’s 
hand up my ass? What the fuck is supposed to make that okay? 

Tate holds up the bottle of Scotch. 
Oswin just stares at it for a beat. 

OSWIN
I don’t drink. 

TATE
I don’t think that’s a good idea. 

OSWIN
I will kill you.

TATE
Do you expect me to believe that? 

OSWIN
Okay... okay, fine. So if I cut the green wire the bomb turns 
off, right?

SMITH
Yep. 

OSWIN
What happens if I cut the red wire?

TATE
I don’t think that’s a good idea. 

SMITH
You don’t. It says here that you cut the green wire. 
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OSWIN
But what if I just cut the red one?

SMITH
But you don’t. 

OSWIN
But what if I do?

SMITH
You don’t. You cut the green one. 

OSWIN
Why? 

SMITH
It’s in the manual.

OSWIN
Yes, but what if I just cut the red one?

SMITH
You don’t.

OSWIN
What if I just do? Does it say what’ll happen? 

SMITH
Umm... no. It just says you cut the green one. 

OSWIN
So what if I go against what it says in there? 

SMITH
The bomb might go off. 

OSWIN
Or things could be all right. 

TATE
Do you expect - 

OSWIN
Either way, we’d be deciding what to do. It’d be us. Not just 
blindly following instructions. 

TATE
I don’t think that’s a good idea. 

SMITH
I think she’s right, this is a terrible idea. Although... if 
you’re doing this... there’s gotta be a chapter in here about 
how to stop you! I just need to find it. Then I’ll know what 
to do. 
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Smith dives into the book. She spends 
the remainder of the play frantically 
flipping pages, looking for something. 

Oswin grabs the wire cutters. 

TATE
I don’t think that’s a good idea. 

Oswin grabs the red wire. 

TATE
Do you expect me to believe that?

Oswin pauses to look at Tate for a 
moment. 

TATE
I don’t think that’s a good idea. Do you expect me to believe 
that? I don’t think that’s a good idea. Do you expect me to 
believe you? I don’t think that’s a good idea. Do you expect 
me to believe you? 

And so on for the rest of the play. 
Oswin returns her attention to the 
bomb. Raises the wire cutters. Takes a 
deep breath. 

Lights go out. The bomb BEEPS one final 
time.
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